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previous system" (p. 118). He ended with an appeal to the con-
science of the Judge: "The only course open to you, the Judge, is
either to resign your post and thus dissociate yourself from evil, if
you feel that the law you are called upon to administer is an
evil and that in reality I am innocent; or to inflict on me the severest
penalty if you believe that the system and the law you are assist-
ing to administer are good for the people of this country and that
my activity is, therefore, injurious to the public weal" (p. 119).
In jail, Gandhiji continued his fight against the system on a
different plane. He readily submitted to the normal rules of jail
life, but protested against every act of the authorities which he
thought violated his rights as a prisoner or which was in disregard
of human considerations. The very first letter he wrote from the
Yeravda Prison, one addressed to Hakim Ajmal Khan, was with-
held by the Government, and in protest Gandhiji intimated to the
authorities his decision not to exercise his privilege as a prisoner to
write letters at permitted intervals. The journals and periodicals
of his choice were also refused to him and Gandhiji wrote to the
Jail Superintendent that he regarded such refusals as "a punish-
ment in addition to that awarded by the convicting judge" (p. 162).
And he added: "But, rightly or wrongly, I believe that even as a
prisoner I have certain rights ... I ask for no favours, and if the
Inspector-General thinks that any single thing or convenience has
been given to me as a favour, let it be withdrawn" (p. 162). On the
issue of visitors, the conduct of the authorities hurt Gandhiji more
deeply. Applications for visits were not treated with due considera-
tion, so much so that Gandhiji felt compelled to protest: "... I
ought to know whom I may or may not see, so as to avoid dis-
appointment or even possible humiliation". And "I entertain
ideas of honour and self-respect which I would like the Government,
if they can, to understand and appreciate". Concluding the letter,
he said: "I would urge the Government to let me have an early,
straight and undiplomatic reply" (p. 160).
Gandhiji had also occasion to enter into correspondence with
the authorities on other issues and appeal to them to take a more
enlightened view of jail administration. He wanted the special
division facilities enjoyed by him as a prisoner to be extended to
other political prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, and
asked that a fellow-prisoner, Abdul Gani, be permitted the diet of
his choice in the same manner that he was. But it was on behalf
of the Mulshi Peta prisoners that he made, on humanitarian grounds,
the most earnest intervention in the administration of the jail. He
wanted permission to meet and persuade them to submit themselves